Tenants’ Voice Council volunteers, we
have raised awareness of the Housing

not least in terms of significance, is the
fact that the cities and counties are

Roots, Roofs & Power

179

# of sites identified as
promising for
affordable housing in
the last round of
Housing Element
Updates in Marin
County
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Less than
12%

of those 179 sites

actually produced
affordable housing

# of jurisdictions in
Marin that did not
rezone any sites for
affordable housing
despite a commitment
to do so in the last
Housing Element
Updates

0

# of jurisdictions in
Marin that
implemented all of the
site rezoning and
other key actions as
they had committed to
doing in the last
Housing Element
Updates

Element Update process amongst typically
underrepresented populations such as
tenants and low-income families.
If you’re uncertain as to what the Housing
Element Update refers to, you’re not
alone.  Although this process is not
entirely familiar to most residents of
Marin, it nevertheless presents a unique
opportunity for individuals to directly
impact  housing  policies in their
communities. The Housing Element refers
to that portion of a city or county’s
General Plan that is dedicated to
addressing the housing
needs of its citizens. The |
State of

requires all of its counties

California

and cities to update their
Housing Elements every
five to seven years. The

current historical moment
is of extreme significance then, in that we
will not have the chance to determine
policy at this level again for at least five
years. Another aspect of the significance
of this process is that there are built-in
measures of accountability. In other
words, if your city says it will do something
such as build a certain number of units of
affordable housing, it will suffer costly
penalties from the state if it does not
follow through and it could also be subject
to litigation from its citizens that could

force it to keep its word. Last but certainly

AN
{ grassroots

LEADERSHIP NETWORK

required by law to involve the public in
the update process.

In summation, the single most important
thing you can do now to combat the
problematically high cost of housing in
Marin is to participate in the Housing
Element Update processes and insist that
our local leaders commit to building
housing that is affordable for working
families. What does it mean for housing
to be affordable? It means that your total
housing costs, including utilities, should

not exceed 30% of your income.
Unfortunately most of

Marin’s working families
simply cannot relate to
this definition of
affordability because it is
so far removed from the
reality we contend with
when budgeting for
housing in this county. Together, we can
work to change that reality.

7
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For more information, please contact
Carolyn Placente at (415) 451-4350
ext.310 or Carolyn@maringrassroots.org.

So how can your organization learn more?
Visit the Grassroots Leadership Network
of Marin website at
www.maringrassroots.org for useful links

and resources about the ARRA, Housing
Element, and the 2010 Census.

Grassroots Leadership Network of Marin

of Marin 30 North San Pedro Rd. Suite 290. San Rafael, CA 94903
\ o P: (415) 451-4350 | F: (415) 491-9757
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Economic Recovery in Marin:
Where is the Money Going?

It has been nine months since the Obama
Administration first passed the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
and the economy-boosting benefits of the
legislation is slowly trickling into Marin
County. Reports made by the federal
government’s tracking system have
indicated that over 77 million dollars in
stimulus funds have been awarded in
Marin County from February to late
October of this year. These awards, which
vary from federal loans and contracts to
grants and tax relief benefits, have helped
fund local construction projects, job

training, and other social welfare

programs throughout the county.

Makini Hassan, Executive Director of the
Marin City Community Development
Corporation (MCCDC) announced at a
community meeting hosted by the
Grassroots Leadership Network of Marin
(GLN) that ARRA awards received by the
MCCDC funded projects such as Marin
Youth at Work, a

employment program that offers youth

cutting-edge

green job development and training

opportunities in the field of renewable
Racie Ming of the Marin
(MEC) also
announced that the MEC received 1.5

energy.
Employment Connection

million dollars in ARRA funds this year to

support workforce development.
According to Ming, the funds have been
distributed

efforts in

towards  organizational

connecting  out-of-work
workers with stable job opportunities

and other similar employment programs.

Still, other agencies including the Marin
Authority, Health
Alliance, and local school districts and

Housing Coastal
city governments are receiving funds
through the ARRA. With the millions of
incoming federal stimulus dollars being
distributed throughout Marin, a wide
range of projects are currently
underway. It is also through this funding
that various school districts, healthcare
and homelessness

facilities, housing

prevention agencies, job training
programs, nonprofit organizations, and
private firms responsible for local road

reconstruction are able to keep their


http://www.maringrassroots.org/
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8.28%

I £ - AOEI
eligible workforce is
unemployed Z the
highest rate of
unemployment in
Marin in over 20
years
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110,185
# of jobs

created/saved in the
State of California
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396,000

# of jobs in California
that the federal
government
estimates the
Recovery Act will
provide

More than
33 billion
dollars has been
awarded to California
in ARRA funds

Less than
45%
of ARRA funds
awarded to California
have been expended

doors open and projects running.

However, while millions of dollars are
being channeled to sustain such efforts,
the visible impact of the stimulus plan is
still slow in coming. For example, according
to published reports made by the federal
government, Marin County has only seen
approximately 80.96 jobs saved or created
by ARRA funding as of late October. This
data implies that while job training and
employment programs are underway, the
fruits of these labor programs are still yet
to be determined.

On a grander scale, the ongoing climate of
California’s economy since the enactment
of the ARRA seems to indicate an even
more encouraging future. Despite the fact
that the state remains ranked at #4 in the
nation for the highest percentage of
unemployment (12.2%), California
surprisingly remains at the forefront of
ARRA-related employment progress in the
nation, topping the list off at a reported
110,185 jobs created and saved as a result
of the federal stimulus plan. This number
trumps that of the second runner up, the
State of New York, by over 200%. This
news sheds a light of hope for California’s
labor force and the thousands of those
who are out of work and cannot find
equitable means towards resources and
employment opportunities.
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For more information regarding the ARRA,
please contact Carolyn Placente at
(415) 451-4350 ext.310 or
Carolyn@maringrassroots.org.

(California surprisingly
remains at the forefront
of ARRA-related
employment progress
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The Census 2010:
Yes, We Count!

With the 2010 Census just a few months
away, it is very important to make sure
that all residents in the US are counted as
Census questionnaires are distributed on
April 1, 2010. The US Constitution (Article
1, section Il), mandates that the national
population be counted at least once every
10 years. Many federal, state, local and
tribal governments use census data to
decide the location of new public housing,
public facilities, examine the demographic
characteristics of communities, plan

transportation systems and roadways,
determine the creation of police and fire
departments, schools, emergency services,
etc. Also, the data collected will provide
different

ethnicity,

various trends regarding
populations by age, gender,
income level, and more. It is for this
reason that the initiation of Census
outreach and awareness campaigns are
critical. Making sure that all residents are
aware of and participate in the Census is
especially important during the current
economic recession. For example, in the
last Census count, California lost 1.5 billion
dollars for neighborhood improvements,

public health, education, transportation

and much more. Census data also determines
the number of congressional seats allocated
to each state. The possibility of an
undercount would affect California’s level of
representation in Congress since the number
of congressional seats allotted to each state
is determined proportionately to a given
population. Thus, the effort to ensure a
complete count of all residents in Marin is
currently in the works under the direction of
the Marin Complete Count Committee
(MCCC). Coordinated by the Grassroots
Leadership Network of Marin (GLN), the
committee consists of a team of community
leaders appointed to develop and implement
a locally-based outreach and awareness
campaign for the 2010 Census. These leaders
are working to mobilize their community
resources and specialized skills to reach
communities throughout Marin that are
potentially vulnerable to an inaccurate count.
Such groups include families in transition,
communities where multiple families may
dwelling, and

occupy the same

neighborhoods where language could

potentially be barriers to participation.
Through this partnership, organizations will
be able to build creative campaigns that will

help contribute an accurate and fair

representation of our communities.
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For more information regarding
becoming an MCCC Partner, please
contact Flor Emert
at (415) 451-4350 ext.302 or
flor@maringrassroots.org

Housing Element:
Local Opportunities for
Housing-Related
Civic Engagement

During the year-long effort to develop
the 10-Point Policy Action Agenda that
serves as a county-wide shared platform
to guide advocacy work over the next
decade, in which Grassroots Leadership
Network of Marin collaborated with
numerous local organizations and
hundreds of community members, the
area of concern that consistently
ranked as a top priority was housing.
Ask a resident of Marin if it costs too
much to live here and most will agree
that the answer is “yes”. Despite the
awareness that the cost of housing is
unquestionably high, when asked what
can be done about it, most will not
have a clear sense of how to address
the problem. We are working hard to
change this. Over the past several
months, we have been conducting
outreach and organizing community
members to promote participation in
the various Housing Element Update
processes that are taking place across
the county. Tenants’ Voice Council, a
project of Grassroots Leadership
Network of Marin, has been integral to

this work. Thanks to the dedication of

6,000,000

approximate dollars
lost in Marin County
over the last ten years
due to the undercount
in the last census

2,881

estimated dollars of
federal funding lost
per uncounted
individual in
California through
2002-2012

K/
L4

400 billion

dollars in federal
funds will be allocated
to local, state and
tribal governments
each year based, in
part, on census data

248,794

estimated population
of Marin County in
2008

L)
2000

Census = Moaey + Represeatation
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