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Civic Engagement Campaign Raises the Issues of Working Families
Grassroots Leadership Network of Marin kicks off the Equal Voices for Healthy Communities campaign on the occasion of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, October 17th, 2007. The campaign launches October 13th with a week of civic engagement activities. Residents of Marin County will get a chance to connect with local candidates and elected officials to raise the issues of working families.

According to the Center for American Progress, one in eight Americans now lives in poverty. A family of four is considered poor if the family’s income is below $19,971. Still, using this measure, 12.6 percent of all Americans were poor in 2005, and more than 90 million people (31 percent of all Americans) had incomes below 200 percent of federal poverty thresholds. Although Marin is known to have the highest per capita income in the US, the wealth does not reach every corner of the county. As of the 2000 Census, 4.70% of Marin County families and 9.60% of the population were below the poverty line, including 6.90% of those under age 18 and 2.50% of those age 65 or over. These families are most likely found in Marin City, the Canal community of San Rafael, South Novato and West Marin. 

Equal Voices for Healthy Communities is a year-long campaign that aims to raise the issues affecting working families, in light of upcoming elections. Another goal is to build a platform from which policy change can be pursued, in collaboration with community members and other organizations. The campaign includes voter registration activities, candidate forums, education about state and local ballot measures, community dialogues and action forums.  
Kick-off week features a forum with San Rafael City Council Candidates, a Right to Housing and Tenants Voice Forum and a dialogue with Marin City’s leadership. For a complete calendar of activities, please visit www.maringrassroots.org. 
Grassroots Leadership Network is a membership-based, non profit organization dedicated to supporting grassroots leadership and promoting civic participation to reduce poverty and improve the quality of life in under-represented communities. For more information about the Equal Voices for Healthy Communities campaign, call (415) 451-4350 or email info@maringrassroots.org. 
###############
 [image: image1.png]

























                                           

Grassroots Leadership Network of marin

2915-A Kerner Blvd • San Rafael CA, 94901 • Tel: (415) 451-4350 • Fax (415) 451-4357 • www.maringrassroots.org

