
 

 

Working from the grassroots to promote the cultural richness of  

vibrant, sustainable communities, to unite the local workforce towards  

ensuring quality, affordable homes, and to strengthen our democracy  

under a common vision for equitable civic engagement. 

 

Roots, Roofs & Power 

Marin’s Green Thumb Generates Buds:  
Local Programs Promote More  

Green Job Development and Opportunities 
 

 
The end of the year brings more than 
ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȭÓ ÇÒÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ -ÁÒÉÎ 
County residents this year. As federal 
stimulus dollars continue to circulate 
throughout Marin, local employment 
programs and other initiatives aimed at 
tapping into green industry expansion 
are paving inroads towards more jobs 
and cleaner, more sustainable 
communities within the County.  
 
So, what exactly do people mean when 
ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÙ ȰÇÒÅÅÎ-ÃÏÌÌÁÒ ÊÏÂÓȱȩ /ÎÅ 
definition, coined by Green For All, a 
national organization working to create 
and implement programs that increase 
quality jobs and opportunities in green 
industry, provides that in order for a 
ÊÏÂ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ȰÇÒÅÅÎ-ÃÏÌÌÁÒȟȱ 
certain characteristics must be met. 
According to this definition, green-
collar jobs help Ȱrebuild a strong 
middle class, provide pathways out of 
poverty, require some new skills, tend 
to be local jobs, strengthen urban and 
rural communities, and last but not 
least, protect our health and the health 
of ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÅÔȢȱ 4ÈÉÓ ÎÅ× ÍÁÒËÅÔ ÆÏÒ 
green economic development has more 
to do with just a change in job 

descriptions and training. This 
concept can be envisioned as a 
vehicle to help promote healthier, 
sustainable, and thriving 
communities overall, while 
simultaneously creating a space for a 
new cutting-edge and competitive 
market. Excited? Us, too. 
   

So then, what makes an entire 
economy green? A recent report, 
Many Shades of Green: Diversity and 
$ÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÎ *ÏÂÓ, 
released by the nonpartisan Next 10 
and Collaborative Economics, offers a 
description of what a green economy 
should look like from a purely 
economic standpoint. According to 
ÔÈÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ Á Ȱ#ÏÒÅ 'ÒÅÅÎ %ÃÏÎÏÍÙȱ 
consists of businesses that provide 
the products and services that do the 
following:  

 Provide alternatives to carbon-
based energy sources 

 Conserve the use of energy 
and all natural resources 

 Reduce pollution (including 
GHG emissions) and repurpose 
waste 
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Grassroots Leadership Network of Marin 
30 North San Pedro Rd.  Suite 290. San Rafael, CA 94903 

P: (415) 451-4350 | F: (415) 491-9757 

 

The Marin Complete Count Committee and  
the Census 2010 Outreach Campaign 

 
 Please contact  

Flor Emert  
(415) 451-4350  x302 

 flor@maringrassroots.org 
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Calendar of Events 
12:00pm on Thursday,  

January 7
th

, 2010 

 

San Francisco Governorôs Office 

455 Golden Gate Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

 

 

Action sponsored by the Bay Area Chapter of 

the California Partnership in response to the 

Governorôs State of the State Address 

Monday, January 18
th

, 2010 

at the Manzanita Community Center 

 

12
th

 Annual Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. 

Birthday Celebration hosted by the  

Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. Collaborative  
 

March through June 2010 
Equal Voice Leadership Academy  

hosted by Grassroots Leadership Network and 

Parent Voices 
 

  

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
and Green Jobs in Marin 

 
Please contact  

Carolyn Placente 
(415) 451-4350  x310 

Carolyn@maringrassroots.org 
 

 
 
 

 

WANT TO LEARN MORE?   
For more information regarding: 

 
 

'ÒÁÓÓÒÏÏÔÓ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȭÓ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȟ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÕÐÄÁÔÅÓ 
 

Please visit our website at 
www.maringrassroots.org 

 

Last, but not least, as we begin gearing up for the New Year, 

the Grassroots Leadership Network Team wishes you and your 

loved ones a safe and wonderful holiday season.  

We look forward to entering this exciting New Year in 

collaboration with all of you. 

 

 

by Irene Lee 

mailto:flor@maringrassroots.org
mailto:Carolyn@maringrassroots.org
http://www.maringrassroots.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ȱ(Ï× ÄÏÅÓ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ %ÑÕÉÔÙȟ ÉÎ 
terms of equal distribution 
and accessibility of funds, 
employment opportunities 
and community resources 
fit into the frame of green 
ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÍÏÄÅÌȩȱ  

will help our communities thrive, the 
dialogue over whether the vision for a 
Green Core Economy includes a Social 
Equity component has yet to be started. 
While data and legislation regarding green 
industry expansion and job growth is 
available, a deeper analysis around what 
groups are attaining these jobs, trainings, 
and other resources, and why is lacking. In 
other words, who is or is not being left out 
of this new market? How does Social 
Equity, in terms of equal distribution and 
accessibility of funds, employment 
opportunities, and community resources 
fit into the frame of the green economic 
model?  
 
Leading one of the efforts in both initiating 
this conversation and taking action to 
address it is the Equal Voice Coalition 
(EVC), a growing alliance of local non-
profit organizations spearheaded by 
Grassroots Leadership Network of Marin. 
The EVC is committed to fostering 
equitable, healthy, and thriving 
communities. Guiding these goals is a 10-
point policy advocacy agenda that was 
created with the collective input of 
numerous community members, 
organizations, and decision-makers.  Some 
of the goals of the EVC include involving 
local elected officials in signing on to a 
Green Jobs Pledge, as well as capacity 
building efforts and advocacy trainings for 
member organizations. The EVC is 
also establishing partnerships with 
national and regional organizations such 
as Policy Link, Alliance for Justice, and  

 

While the approach of rebuilding the 
economy through expanding green 
industries is still a budding concept in 
ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ -ÁÒÉÎ County is by no 
means twiddling its thumbs as green 
industries expand.  
 
Instead, local agencies and organizations 
throughout Marin County have picked up 
the economic torch to lead the charge 
towards creating new market demands 
for products and services that conserve 
resources and the new job opportunities 
they will generate. For example, 
programs like the Renewable 
Energy/Solar Installation and Job 
Readiness Training workshops hosted by 
the Marin City Community Development 
Corporation (MCCDC) have already 
reported success in recruiting 
participants to complete training 
sessions and in linking program alumni 
to steady jobs in the green collar 
industry. Through this program, 
participants receive hands-on training in 
solar panel installation facilitated by the 
solar nonprofit GRID Alternatives, and 
are connected with on-the-job training 
and employment opportunities. And 
earlier this month, the Marin County 
Board of Supervisors approved the  
 

 

launching of a subsidized Employment 
0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ 
CalWORKs program. The project, titled 
Marin Works Now!, is largely funded by 
stimulus funds made available through 
the American Reinvestment and 
Recovery Act. It calls for job seekers who 
receive CalWorks assistance to apply 
through the Marin Employment 
Connection. They then are connected to 
one of three agencies that are working 
with employers: MCCDC, Community 
Action Marin, and Manpower.  
 

The goal of the program is to place 260 
CalWORKs parents in subsidized 
employment slots which can lead to 
unsubsidized employment after the 
program ends on September 30, 2010.  
In addition to assisting these parents 
into employment and off of cash 
assistance, Marin organizations will 
benefit from the placement of these 260 
paid employees in their workplace at no 
cost to them.   
   
Still, other projects like the Marin Green 
Business Program, which is part of the 
larger Bay Area Green Business 
Program, is engaging in expanding green 
business practices.  The Bay Area Green 
Business Program currently boasts over 
600 certified Green Businesses located 
throughout Marin, Sonoma, San 
Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa and 
Santa Clara Counties. 
  
However, with all the buzz around how a  
new plan for building a green economy  
 
 

 

 

 

Urban Habitat in order to strengthen its 
ability to do effective policy work. 

As the movement towards clean energy 
technology and sustainable living 
pushes forward, this conversation not 
only needs to be jump-started, but must 
also include how we, as members of 
local organizations, government 
agencies, businesses, and most 
importantly this community, can work 
together to make sure social inequities 
do not get re-weaved into the fabric of 
the new economy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With efforts at full speed, we are very 
pleased to report that the MCCC is now 
52 partners strong! The MCCC 
represents a collaborative effort to 
educate the community so that 
everyone is counted in the Census 2010. 
Special thanks to the following 
organizations for their commitment and 
support:  
 
Adopt-a-Family Ɇ ARBOL / Nuestras 
Voces Bilingual TV Program Ɇ Asian 
American Alliance of Marin Ɇ !ÖÁÎÃÅ 
.Å×Ó Ɇ "ÁÈÉÁ 6ÉÓÔÁ %ÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ Ɇ 
Brazil Marin Ɇ Brazilian Alliance Ɇ Canal 
Alliance Ɇ Canal Alliance Youth Concilio 
Ɇ Canal Youth and Family Council Ɇ 
Center for Volunteer & Nonprofit 
Leadership of Marin Ɇ Community 
Media Center of Marin Ɇ Family Services 
Agency Ɇ First 5 Marin Ɇ Galilee Harbor 
Community Association Ɇ Homeward 
Bound of Marin Ɇ Interactive Parenting 
Media - Childhood Matters Ɇ )3/*) Ɇ 
KDTV Univision 14 Ɇ KFSF Telefutura 
66 Ɇ Latino Council of Marin Ɇ Legal Aid 
of Marin Ɇ Marin Asian Advocacy 
Project Ɇ Marin Childcare Council Ɇ 
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INDEX 

 

 
 

1.5 million  
jobs created in 

California due to energy 

efficiency policies 

implemented over the 

last 30 years  

 

  

× 

 

 

$45 million 

total payroll dollars 

generated by jobs 

created in California 

under energy efficiency 

policies implemented 

over the last 30 years 

 

 

× 

 
 

$56 billion  

dollars saved on energy 

costs for California 

consumers due to 

energy efficiency 

policies implemented 

over the last 30 years 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

52 Strong!  
Marin Complete Count 

Committee’s Membership 
Expands for Census 

 Outreach Work 
 

by Flor Emert 
 

 

STATISTICAL 
INDEX 

 
 
 

51% 

job growth under 

green industries 

throughout Bay Area 

counties, including 

Marin County, from 

1995 to 2008 
 

 

× 

 

 

$81,498,372 
total reported 

stimulus dollars 

received in Marin as of 

10/30/09  

 
 
× 

 

 
$1,144.98 
Amount of federal 

resource funds 

allocated per person 

in California based on 

the Fiscal Year 2007 

Federal Budget 
 

http://maringrassroots.org/files/MCGPAA_FINAL_2009_2019.pdf
http://maringrassroots.org/files/MCGPAA_FINAL_2009_2019.pdf


 

STATISTICAL 
INDEX 

 
 

5% 
population growth in 

Marin County over the 

last decade 

 

× 

 

25% 
 increase in daily 

vehicle miles traveled 

per person in Marin 

County over the last 

decade 

 

× 

 

#1 
hardest-to-count area 

for census data in 

California is the Canal 

neighborhood of San 

Rafael 

 

 

× 

 

Shortages of the H1N1 

vaccinations in Marin 

County is in part due 

to the Census 

undercount 

performed in 2000 

 

 
 

Marin City Community Development 
Corporation Ɇ Marin City Golden Gate 
Village Resident Council Ɇ Marin City 
Health and Wellness Center / Marin City 
Clinic Ɇ Marin City Network Ɇ Marin 
County Health & Human Services Ɇ 
MarinLink Ɇ Tenants' Voice Council of 
Marin Ɇ New America Media Ɇ Novato 
Human Needs Center Ɇ Novato Public 
Access Television Ɇ Novato Youth Center 
Ɇ One Dream 2009 Ɇ Parents Services 
Project Ɇ Pesticide Free Zone Ɇ 
Pickleweed Park Community Center Ɇ 
Ritter Center Ɇ San Anselmo Police 
Department Ɇ Spectrum LGBT Center Ɇ 
SR Pickleweed Library  Ɇ St. Vincent de 
Paul Society Ɇ Teresa Foster & 
Associates Ɇ 4ÈÅ "ÉÃÙÃÌÅ 7ÏÒËÓ Ɇ The 
Marin Youth Center Ɇ Vietnamese 
American Friendship Group Ɇ West 
Marin/Inv erness School Ɇ Whistlestop Ɇ 
Women Helping All People  Ɇ Women's 
Initiative  ALAS  
 
The Census 2010 provides the only 
opportunity for everybody living in the 
County of Marin to be counted 
regardless of their living situation or 
immigration status. There are only 10 
questions per person and every effort 
will be made to ensure that assistance 
will be provided when it is needed. 
Language assistance will be provided in 
59 languages.  The actual questionnaires 
will be printed in English, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese, Cantonese and 
Tagalog. 
 
Three Important Points to Remember:  

 
 The Census is Safe and 

Confidential! 
 The Census is Easy and Help is 

available! 
 The Census is Vital for you and 
ÙÏÕÒ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ 7ÅÌÌ-Being! 
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Working 
Collaboratively f or 

Aff ordable Housing in 
Marin County 

 

by Carolyn Placente 
 
Concerns about housing have become an 

ever more resounding rallying cry for 

advocacy efforts throughout Marin 

County.  The economic crisis has only 

served to exacerbate the issue.   

 

The collapse of the real estate market has 

had drastic effects on homeowners and 

renters alike.  The scope of the problem is 

vast and oftentimes those who can least 

afford it are those who are most adversely 

affected.  Countywide, tenants are 

increasingly confronted with the prospect 

of losing their homes because the owner 

of the property is suffering a foreclosure.  

At the same time, more people are losing 

their jobs.   

 

According to the US Department of Labor, 

Bureau of Labor Statistics, California held 

the dubious distinction of being the state 

with the fourt h highest unemployment 

rate in the nation for the month of 

October at a staggering 12.5%.  As 

#ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȭÓ %ÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ 

Department reported, that percentage 

translates to nearly 2.3 million 

Californians who are without a job.  

7ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÏÒÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÁt nearly one-third of 

those people have been jobless for over 

six months.   

 

To address this issue, our organization 

has been working concertedly to respond 

ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÄÉÒÅ ÎÅÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ  

affordable housing.  We have been on the 

lookout for opportunities to call upon local 

leaders to pave the way for new affordable 

housing developments. 

    

One such opportunity has presented itself 

in the City of Novato.  As part of its General 

Plan Update, Novato is considering various 

approaches to the redevelopment of the 

North Redwood Boulevard corridor.  This 

represents a fairly large underdeveloped 

swath of land in Novato, a good portion of 

which falls within a half-mile radius of the 

Atherton SMART Rail Station.  This offers a 

significant opportunity for advocating for 

the inclusion of housing in the 

redevelopment plan, as there are federal 

funding incentives for the SMART Rail that 

are tied to housing.  Moreover, SMART can 

only be more successful with housing in 

close proximity, since people who live within 

a half-mile of public transit are five times 

more likely to use it than people who live 

further away.     
 

Despite the obvious benefits, there are 

those who oppose the addition of housing 

and prefer a retail-only scenario instead.  

We have been actively participating in the 

Novato Collaborative to help make a 

broad-based case for mixed-use 

development with a significant affordable 

housing component along the North 

Redwood corridor.  Other members of the 

Collaborative include the Novato Housing 

Coalition, Sustainable Novato, Greenbelt 

Alliance, and the Non-Profit Housing 

Association of Northern California.   
 

On the evening of December 16th, the City 

ÏÆ .ÏÖÁÔÏȭÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 0ÌÁÎ 5ÐÄÁÔÅ 3ÔÅÅÒÉÎÇ 

Committee held a public meeting to 

consider possible land use scenarios and 

hear public comment about the plans for  

North Redwood Boulevard.  We were 

there, along with representatives of the 

4ÅÎÁÎÔÓȭ 6ÏÉÃÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ (TVC) and 

concerned residents, to call for a sensible 

development plan that addresses the 

needs of hard-working families and 

individuals by incorporating mixed-use 

and affordable housing.  The Novato 

Collaborative also presented a report 

detailing how the inclusion of housing 

along with retailrepresents a win-win for 

the City of Novato.  To see the full report, 

click here. 

 

We are pleased to participate in efforts 

such as this that harness the power of 

strategic partnerships to effect the 

changes we wish to see across the County.  

In the coming year, we intend to continue 

our involvement in this and other 

planning processes that offer an 

opportunity to advocate for more 

affordable housing.  As we keep our 

finger on the pulse of these activities you 

can count on us to keep you informed 

about ways you can participate.  We are 

anticipating further housing advocacy 

opportunities to arise shortly after the 

New Year in the cities of San Rafael and 

Novato, so do stay tuned!  

 

 

 
 

STATISTICAL 
INDEX 

 
 

236,000 
number of vacant 

square feet of retail 

space in Marin County 

 

× 

 

81,000 
number of vacant 

square feet of retail 

space in Novato 

 

× 

 

$4,329,150 
total annual 

purchasing power of 

150 new low and 

moderate income 

households 

 

× 

 

$28,861 
total annual retail 

purchases per 

household 

 

 

http://www.maringrassroots.org/files/Mixed_Use_at_North_Redwood.pdf

