03 Roots, Roofs & Power

—

Monthly Journal
of the
Grassroots
Leadership Network
of Marin

Equal Voice Economic
Development Summit:
Green Jobs and the
Federal Stimulus in
Marin

7
L X4

2010 Equal Voice
Leadership Academy

@l - "

Working from the grassroots to promote the cultural richness of
vibrant, sustainable communities, to unite the local workforce towards
ensuring quality, affordable homes, and to strengthen our democracy
under a common vision for equitable civic engagement.

Year One of the Obama Era has
come and gone and much of the hope
that initially left the minds and hearts of
families across America swollen with
optimism is slowly dwindling.

Since the passage of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act last
February, the financing needed to
support thousands of new job
development programs, city governme-

Equal Voice Economic Development Summit: Green
Jobs and the Federal Stimulus in Marin

That, coupled with only 93.47 reported
number of jobs created/saved in the
County since the start of the stimulus
package leaves many of us wondering
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In a recent EquityBlog post, an
online blog run by PolicyLink, Angela
Glover Blackwell, PolicyLink founder and

CEO, underscores that a
) recovery  which  only
A 1 ec o Vvely Yeweaves the inequities of

reweaves the inequitiecour pre-recession econo-
of our prerecession ™Y is not a recovery at all.

economv is not a The federal administra-
y tion alongside nonprofit,
recovery

local government, and oth-

nts, and federal, state, and
local service providers of all
sectors has slowly trickled
<> down from the federal level
into communities throughout
the country. But for the
millions of Americans that are
unable to access jobs that
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provide livable wages, change
has not come soon enough.

True, Marin County has suffered
less economic damage than its regional
neighbors. And yes, nearly $90 million in
stimulus money has been awarded to the
County, much of which is being devoted
to promote a green economy. But even
with one of the lowest unemployment
rates in the state and millions of dollars
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unemployment rate of 8% is still the
highest recorded rate in over 20 years.
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er service providing entit-
ies must work together to ensure that

social equity, in terms of equal
distribution and accessibility of funds,
employment opportunities, and

community resources remains at the
nucleus of our new economy. A true
national recovery depends on it.

In an effort to spearhead this
dialogue and track local economic
development, we are gearing up for an
exciting event, The Equal Voice Economic
Development Summit: Green Jobs and the
Federal Stimulus in Marin. Scheduled for
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March 5t at the Marin Community
Foundation, the conference exte-
nds members of the Marin County
Equal  Voice Coalition  an
opportunity to learn more about
the new green economy, green
jobs development, employment
programs that are currently
available or being developed in
Marin, to hear from special guest
panelists who are at the forefront
of the green jobs movement at the
local, state, and regional levels, as
well as network with other key
players in the field.

Interested partners are also
invited to be a part of the
Economic  Development Task
Force, a sub-committee of the
larger Marin County Equal Voice
Coalition that works to leverage
the collective resources of Task
Force members and advocate for
policies and programs that aim to
increase equitable job and job

training opportunities, particularly
within expanding green industries.

Organizations interested in
learning more about the Economic
Development Task Force, the
Equal Voice Economic
Development Summit, or the
Marin County Equal Voice
Coalition may contact:

Carolyn Placente
Public Policy Advocate
(415) 451-4350 ext. 310
carolyn@maringrassroots.org

2010 Equal Voice
Leadership Academy
Now Accepting
Applications!
Grassroots Leadership Network of
Marin, in collaboration with

Parent Voices, is pleased to
announce the 2010 Equal Voice
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Pictured above: 2009 participants of the Equal Voice Campaign p oto courtesy of GLN

Leadership Academy (EVLA).
Participants of the EVLA will have
the opportunity to learn about
different aspects of community
organizing and policy advocacy,
to experiment with various
technology tools, network with
potential organizational partners,
and exchange knowledge around
common issues affecting working
families and underrepresented
communities.

Sample workshop topics
include: Community Organizing,
Understanding Local
Government, Planning & Running
Community Meetings and Events,
Influencing Public Policy,
Planning & Mounting a Campaign,
Fundraising, Public Speaking &
Effective Communication

The program's compre-
hensive curriculum also offers full
access to a technology lab in
which participants will have the
opportunity to receive training
with a variety of e-tools that
effectively facilitate policy
advocacy and community work.

This 4 month/6 session
workshop series will run from
March through June on Thursday
evenings from 5:30pm to 8:00pm.
A limited number of scholarships

and childcare assistance are
available for applicants who
demonstrate financial or
childcare needs.

Due to high enrollment and
limited available space,
interested individuals are
strongly encouraged to apply as
soon as possible.

For more information regarding
the program or to access an
application, please visit us online
at:
www.maringrassroots.or
voice.html.

Marin Tenants’
Voice Council
Establishes New
Leadership With
Big Plans for 2010

As we come into the new year,
exciting changes have occurred
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Voice Council is a project of
Grassroots Leadership Network
of Marin with a mission to
organize, educate and advocate
for public policies that promote
safe, healthy, and affordable
housing. The Council recently
completed an extended strategic

equal
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planning process and elected
new executive board officers.

When asked about goals
for her tenure as the newly
elected Chair, Gayle Theard
OOAOAAR 0O)
Council forward by
implementing our updated
strategic  plan, which _ will
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structure by increasing our
membership base and
developing the committees
necessary to carry out our
educational and advocacy-
related activities. Through our
advocacy, we envision an
engaged and empowered
community. By the year 2012,
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expects to build a community
membership consisting of 500
tenants and community
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members interested in supporting meetings are held to organize
us in our effort to accomplish our and educate tenants and other
missionAT A OAAT EUA Tinterested community members
to advocate around issues that

The implementation of the affect affordable housing in
strategic plan is well underway, Marin. The current priority is to
mobilize residents throughout
Marin to participate in the
Housing Element Update
processes occurring across the
County. The Housing Element
Updates offer a significant
opportunity to remove barriers
to building affordable housing,

with the first committee formed WhiCh will ultimately lead to an
and operational. This committee is 1ncre_ase_d sup_ply of affordable
charged with organizing the housing in Marin County.

advocacy efforts of the Marin
4AT AT 060 61T EAA #
the Affordable Housing Advocacy
Team, this committee meets on the
second Tuesday of the month from
6-7:30 in the evening. These

(hrough our advocacy,
we envision an engaged
and empowered

communityd

For more information
regarding how to get involved in
the advocacy efforts of the Marin
4 AT AT 0086 61 EAA
contact Gayle Theard at (415)
451-4350 x 306.

The 12th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Celebration

Over 450 community
members, elected officials, and
civic leaders braved the stormy
weather to attend the 12t
Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Birthday Celebration in Marin
City earlier last month.

Hosted by the Marin City
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Coalition, the Celebration included
three main events: an Outdoor
Community Beautification Project
at the new MLK, Jr. Academy, a
Community Leadership Breakfast
Forum & Awards and a
Community Festival & Lunch.

The Conservation Corps
North Bay and the GrowingGreat
Program of the Sausalito-
Marin City School District
led over 200 volunteers
in installing a new
community garden at the
school. Across the way at
the Manzanita Recreation
Center, community
leaders, pastors, children,
and people from all
different walks of life

generous support and efforts made

came together to participate in the
Community Leadership Breakfast
Forum & Awards and Community
Festival & Lunch.

within the community. Several
talented students were also
honored at the event for their
exceptional artwork in MLK
Youth Creative Art & Essay
Contest Awards hosted by the
Marin City Network.
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positive reminder of the rich
sense of diversity and culture
that thrives in Marin City. More
importantly, however, it was a
powerful demonstration of how
the very Dream that Dr. King and
so many other civil rights leaders
of our time struggled and still
struggle for has become a great
reality for many of our
communities.

Full of great food, company,
and musical performances, this
UAAOGO BOIT COAI
special guest speakers from the
U.S. Congress, California State
Senate, California State Assembly,
as well as other civic leaders
throughout Marin County.

Community Leadership
Awards were also presented
during the Forum to Dr. Shirley
Thornton, Ms. Frankie Perelson,
and Ms. Bettie Hodges for their
exceptional leadership work

To revisit memories of the
event, please visit our
photo album at:

WWww. maringrassroots.org/
mlk2010.html

We would like to thank all the
organizers, volunteers, sponsors,
and other contributors whose

this event possible.
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Celebrate Black History Month

In honor ofthe black leaders of our past whairuggled to shape a betteioday.

Segeant William H. Carng Booker T. Washington

Harriet Tubman

W.E.B. Dubois

ROBERT S. ABBOTT { Thurgood Marshall
Frederick Douglass  (SrEseas PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR

Hattie McDaniel 7 Arthur AShe
Toni Mor rison : Ella Baker

..and so many more.

Support Our Work

Click here to access our online calendar for upcoming events and happenings!

If you would like to make a contribution to
Grassroots Leadership Network of Marin, please visit:
http://www.maringrassroots.or

Our work is made possible, in part, by the generous support of individuals like you.

g - Grassroots Leadership Network of Marin
s graSgr@QtS 30 North San Pedro Rd. Suite 290
sty 'SI'??MRE?)fjgli ZQS%A]9'9.3(415) 491-9757
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