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More than 100 Marin families will board buses Sept.  
5 bound for Los Angeles to join thousands at the  
Equal Voices For American Families Convention.  
  
The convention Sept. 6 aims to shift national  
attitudes and policies affecting poor and working  
families on matters such as affordable housing,  
accessible child care and health care, organizers  
said.  
  
About 10,000 people are expected at the event. For  
the past year, groups have met around the country  
to develop a national platform to present at the  
conventions. Similar events will be held the same  
day in Birmingham, Ala., and Chicago, officials said.  
  
The Marin contingent, backed by a resolution from  
the Marin Board of Supervisors, is being organized  
by Marin Grassroots Leadership Network, working  
with Parent Services Project and the Marin Child Care  
Council.  
  
"It's quite exciting actually. It's stuff we've been  
working on for the last year and it's going to kind of  
culminate" at the convention, said John Young,  
executive director of the Marin Grassroots  
Leadership Network.  
  
"You have a lot of working poor who often do not  
have their voices heard on decision-making,  
particularly in public policy," he said. "We think that  
the working poor, working families need to be heard  
on a national platform."  
  
Flor Campos-Emert of Terra Linda, a community  

 
 
 
 

activist, plans to travel to the convention with her  
husband and 31-year-old son. She said universal  
health-care coverage, employment opportunities  
and the environment top her list of concerns.

"It is very important because the name itself says it  
all - equal voice," she said. "I believe that everyone  
needs an opportunity to be heard."

TO LEARN MORE

For more information about the Marin trip to Los  
Angeles for the Equal Voices For American Families  
Convention, call Marin Grassroots Leadership  
Network at 451-4350.

Read more San Rafael stories at the IJ's San Rafael  
section.

Contact Jennifer Upshaw via e-mail at  
jupshaw@marinij.com
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